
7th March 2025 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It was lovely to welcome all the children back to school this week following their half term break. 
Despite it being a shorter week there has been a lot going on in school as you will see in this 
longer than usual flyer. I have particularly enjoyed cooking pancakes for all of the children in 
Nursery and then spending an afternoon with Year 6 dissecting lamb hearts! 

Added to this it has been National Careers Week this week too. The children have been        
reading special career related books during story time, learning about the jobs that the teachers 
in school had before they became teachers and watching a special video each day about      
different jobs. They also completed activities to learn about the key job sectors in the          
North East: Energy, Agri-Tech, Health and Life Sciences and Transport. We are excited to    
further develop this work over the coming months. I would like to thank Mr. McDonald for       
organising this in school. 

While Thursday saw the children (and staff) in their pyjamas for World Book Day they were   
anything but sleepy! We had an exciting day themed around reading and books. There were 
some tricky staff ‘shelfies’ for the children to match to the staff member, special golden ticket 
chocolate bars on sale with exciting prizes (thanks to Heidi and to Mrs. Ashworth for organising 
this) and some special visits to Heddon Library (see later in the Flyer). My favourite part of the 
day was seeing the children in different classes reading to each other in their peer reading   
session. This exemplified the strength of relationships in school with children working together 
in a caring and encouraging way. It was wonderful to see the smiles and hear their               
conversation. I would like to thank Mrs. Abbott for organising this in school. 

We were pleased to welcome Mrs. Lynn Blain, Deputy CEO (Pele Trust - Primary) and          
Mr. James Lewis, Assistant Diocesan Director, into school yesterday. They were visiting school 
to look specifically at aspects of the personal development of both children and staff. They 
joined Choir and Collective Worship in the morning and then visited classrooms, saw OPAL 
Play and spoke to children and staff. As always the children were fantastic representatives for 
our school. They spoke politely and eloquently with real warmth and pride about school.  

Our parent guide this week also has a reading theme, focusing on using technology to boost 
reading skills. It is also available as a podcast so if you wish to listen to it rather than reading it 
please click on the speaker icon at the bottom of that page. 

Please check out later in the Flyer for information about the Scholastic Book Fair which will be 
visiting school next week. 

Please click here to read the School Admissions Policy for 2026-2027 as provided by the       
Pele Trust. 

Well done to Nursery, Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6 with the joint best attendance this week:       

an amazing 100%. 

Well done to Year 6 for the best attendance for this year: 97.9%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

http://www.heddon-school.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Pele-Trust-Ponteland-hub-schools-Admissions-policy-2026-67.pdf


We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
100% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
100% 96.8% 97% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
99.1% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
100% 95.9% 97.4% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
99.2% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
99% 97.7% 97.8% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
97% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
100% 96.9% 97.9% 
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World Book Day with Year 1 

We had a very busy World Book day filled with lots of fun activities, we 

went around school trying to guess which 'book shelfie' belonged to which         

teacher, we visited the book shop in the hall and everyone got their own book to 

take home. We even had the Year 4's come and visit us to do some reading       

together. Then in Year 1 we made our own Mr Men and Little Miss stories which 

then read to each other. It has also been careers week this week so we 

have been thinking about what we would like to be when we grow up.   
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World Book Day in Year 2 

Year 2 had a brilliant World Book Day and loved peer reading with Nursery; had a 

sunny walk on Tuesday to enjoy and learn about Heddon Library; wrote and      

illustrated their own books; purchased a World Book Day book from our school 

shop and managed to guess most of the 'teacher shelfie' photos correctly in our 

quiz - well done Year 2! 
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World Book Day in Year 3 

Year 3 had a wonderful time celebrating World Book Day on Thursday!              
We enjoyed completing the shelfie quiz, choosing a book from the book shop and 
visiting Heddon Library. We also got together with Year 6 to do some peer          
reading. The children had a brilliant time reading with their friends and sharing the 
books they had brought to school.  
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A Busy Week in Year 4  
  
Year 4 have had a jam-packed week! We loved our World book Day Celebrations 

with highlights including shared stories with Year 1, a trip out to the library and  

designing and making our own origami book marks. Alongside this, we have been 

considering different careers we may choose in the future; we have read books to 

learn about new and exciting careers and have done some deeper exploration of 

the NHS. We have also done some careful self-reflection on the personal          

attributes we have that could come in handy in the future!  
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A Busy Week in Year 6  

A lovely first week back in Year 6. We started the week dissecting lamb hearts, 

identifying the four chambers and different blood vessels. We also visited the local 

library as part of our World Book Day activities.   
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Reading in Strange Places! 

We have been reading in some really unusual places this week.                                    
Which one is your favourite place to read? 
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Our competition winner was Hannah 

who was caught reading at the top of 

the climbing wall! 



 

Games Club 

Games Club takes place each Tuesday night and is run by Mrs. Walker.           
The children have a great time playing games and chatting with each other.      
This week there was a real chess theme going on. I wonder if the next  
Grandmaster is here! 
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A Big Thank You to Heddon Library 

We would like to say a big ‘Thank you!’ to all the volunteers at Heddon Library. 
They came in and opened up the Library for a full day to allow us to all enjoy a 
visit on World Book Day. 

The Library is open on Tuesdays and Fridays from 1pm until 4pm (so you can pop 
in with the children straight after school) and on Saturdays from 10am until 12pm. 

We are so lucky to have a library in the village which is such a great resource and 
means that children can get to read both their favourite authors and any new           
releases free of charge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Transition Information from Ponteland High School 

Ponteland High School have a dedicated page on their website with specific      
information about transition. To view the page please click here. 

They have also published a special Year 6 Welcome Pack. This contains a lot of 
useful information which you can share with your child. This includes general    
information about staff, the transition days in July and some frequently asked 
questions. We will be looking at this in school with the children but you might  
want to share this together with your child at home.  

To access the Welcome Pack please click here. 
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https://www.ponthigh.org.uk/parents-carers/y6-transition-information/
https://www.ponthigh.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/25-March-Y6-Welcome-Pack.docx.pdf
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Scholastic Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be in 
school next week. 

It will  be open for parents (and 
children) straight after school on 
Thursday 13th March, Friday 14th 
March and Monday 17th March in 
the Studio. 

All children will have a chance to 

visit the Book Fair during school 

time to have a look at the books 

available to buy. 
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Click the speaker to 

listen to the guide 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/42KXVAjMaRpR3z1HvTN71z?go=1&sp_cid=cd4616aab5588bfe31a8293965a9b9fc&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1&dlsi=011797643e214d30
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Dates for your Diary - Spring Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Wednesday 12th March 2025 - 

Tuesday 18th March 2025 
Scholastic Book Fair 

Thursday 13th March 2025 Year 5 Careers Fair at the Metrocentre 

Thursday 13th March 2025 
Year 6 France Trip Parents Meeting - 4.30pm - 5.30pm at                

Darras Hall Primary School 

Thursday 13th March 2025 Bags2School collected. 

Monday 17th March 2025 Individual Photographs 

Tuesday 18th March 2025 Parents Evening 

Thursday 20th March 2025 Parents Evening 

Friday 21st March 2025 Red Nose Day 

Thursday 27th March 2025 
Last Night at the Proms Concert for the Choir with the         

Ad Murum Singers - 5.30pm at the Knott Hall. 

Friday 28th March 2025 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Mothers’ Day Service at         

St. Andrew’s Church - 9.30am 

Friday 28th March 2025 
Key Stage 2 Mothers’ Day Service at St. Andrew’s Church - 

10.15am 
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Friday 11th April 2025 Key Stage 2 Easter Service at St. Andrew’s Church - 9.30am 

w/c Monday 14th April 2025 EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 28th April 20225 School Re-opens 

Monday 5th May 2025 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR MAY BANK HOLIDAY 

w/c Monday 12th May 2025 Key Stage 2 SATS Week 


