
7th February 2025 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I would like to begin the Flyer with some staffing news. At the end of this half term we 
will be saying goodbye to Mrs. Lowes. I am sure that you will join me in offering thanks 
to Mrs. Lowes for all her hard work and dedication to the school. We wish her well in all 
her future endeavours. I am pleased to be able to let you know that Mrs. Leja will be 
joining Mrs. March in teaching Year 4 for the remainder of the year. 

It was wonderful to see so many of you joining the children and staff on the yard this 
morning for our special ‘Wake Up Shake Up’. Thanks to the children in Year 6 who   
choreographed and led the dance (along with Mrs. Walker!). Thanks also to all of you 
who joined in the dancing with us. 

As you will see from the class pages in the Flyer, this week has been Children’s Mental 
Health Week. Each class has been working on the theme of ‘know yourself, grow    
yourself’. They have been exploring personality islands and imagining themselves as 
trees with the roots being the people and things who shape us and help us grow and the 
leaves and branches being the kind of people we are. It has been a great opportunity for 
the children to think about themselves, what makes them unique and special, helping 
them to love and value themselves as expressed in our school vision. 

As part of promoting good mental health for the children please check out our parents 
guide to scams and fake news later in the Flyer. As you are aware we are all             
bombarded each day with all kinds of news and offers. Even as adults it can be difficult 
to work out what is real and what is fake and this is greatly magnified for the children. 
The guide has some useful tips to help support and guide the children in this area. As 
per last week there is a link to listen to the guide as a podcast if you wish to do so. 

Please check out the ‘Diary Dates’ page as we have added the dates for our Mothers’ 
Day Services and Key Stage 2 Easter Service at St. Andrew’s Church. 

The School Council have arranged a special ‘break the rules’ day. For further details 

about this the children have provided a special poster for the Flyer. 

Well done to Year 6 with the best attendance this week, an amazing: 100%. 

Well done to Year 5 for the best attendance for this year: 97.1%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
94.7% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
97.6% 95.7% 95.7% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
98.9% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
97.7% 94.7% 96.7% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
92.6% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
98.5% 97.1% 97.2% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
95.2% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
100% 96.6% 97% 



 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



A Busy Week in Reception 

We have had another busy week in Reception thinking about ‘People Who Help 

Us’ and also learning about keeping our mental health healthy. On Monday we 

went to St Andrew’s Church and thought about our family and the church family. 

We took our doll along to be Baptised, some children had some very important 

roles as parents and Godparents.  Our visit also included bell ringing, organ   

playing and looking at the different things you can find in a church. 

In the provision we have been making the number 8 and thinking about what 

numbers make 8 and where it sits on the numberline. We used what we’d learnt 

at church to sequence a baptism. Outside we had fun making patterns in the frost. 

We have a new area in the classroom called the curiosity corner, children can 

look at the objects and suggest what they might be or ask questions about them.  

This week it was items linked to the text ‘The Colour Monster’. 

Linking to Children’s Mental health week we thought about things we’re good at: 

Climbing, dancing, helping my mummy were just a few.  Things that make us 

smile: Going somewhere we really like, playing with our friends, cuddles and not 

forgetting ice cream! 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Know Yourself, Grow Yourself with Year 1 

The theme of mental health week this year has been 'know yourself, grow        

yourself' so in order for the children to be able to grow they need to know and    

understand themselves first. As part of this in Year 1 we have been creating our 

own personality islands, so we have chosen the things that make us who we are 

and drawn them as our own island then we used rope to represent roots and  

connected the islands to our names. Each morning we have also been             

discussing how we feel as we come into school and we even had Mrs Walker join 

us for one of story times this week to read a story all about filling each other's 

'buckets' to make others feel happy.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Children’s Mental Health Week with Year 2 

Year 2 enjoyed discussing what helps to form our own roots, whether this is our 

family, friends, hobbies or where we live. We were inspired by the artist, Ricky 

Martin to draw our roots as the roots of a tree and thought about how we can aim 

to ’know ourselves, grow ourselves’. 

  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

The Magic Box with Year 3! 

Year 3 are getting excited for their poetry exhibition at the end of the term!  This 

week our focus has been the poem 'The Magic Box' by Kit Wright.  We used this 

for inspiration to write our own magic box poems and we designed our own magic 

boxes using the items that we wrote about in our poems.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Thinking about Ourselves with Year 4. 
  
This week Year 4 has been thinking about Mental Health Week. We watched a 

clip from ‘Inside Out’ and discussed how important all our feelings are and how it 

is ok to feel all of them. We then thought about ourselves as being like a tree. The 

roots, which help us grow, are the people and things we are and the plant is the 

kind of person we are.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Children’s Mental Health Week with Year 5  

This week has been truly special as we’ve dedicated our time to nurturing our 

mental well-being. In celebration of Children's Mental Health Week, we have    

embraced the theme "Know Yourself, Grow Yourself!" Through an art activity, 

we have explored self-discovery by drawing trees—using the roots to represent 

the core traits that shape our personalities and the branches to showcase our 

unique interests and what makes us special.    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Money and Measurement 

Some of the children in Year 6 have 
been working on their money and 
measurement skills.  

To apply this in a real life context,  
we headed to the Spar to buy         
ingredients to bake some cookies.    
If the cookies taste as good as they 
look, the parents at home are in for  
a treat!   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 
 
Wake Up Shake Up for Children’s Mental Health Week! 
  
Research has shown the importance of exercise on both physical and mental 

health. It was great to see so many children, staff and parents joining in and    

having a great time this morning dancing together. Thanks to Year 6 for           

choreographing and leading the dancing this morning, ably supported by          

Mrs. Walker! 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 
 
Science Club at Ponteland High School. 
  
Five children from Year 6 attended the high school science club this week. They 

listened carefully to a presentation from an employee of Northumberland Zoo. 

The presentation showed the children different enrichment activities on offer to 

the animals; vital for their happiness and well being. The children were then 

tasked with having to design their own enrichment activity, based upon research 

they collated on a particular animal. Next week we will find some time to ‘draw up’ 

our designs using chromebooks, before sending them over to the zoo.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Click the speaker to 

listen to the guide 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/4a5SNglT66L3UnUpnnpGCC?go=1&sp_cid=cd4616aab5588bfe31a8293965a9b9fc&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1&dlsi=5fe1658b19024eda


 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Dates for your Diary - Spring Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Monday 10th February 2025 Year 6 SATS Meeting for Parents in school at 4.00pm 

Tuesday 11th February 2025 Year 6 Visit to Nissan 

Friday 7th February 2025 
Wake Up Shake Up on top yard at 8.45am 

(Bring your dancing shoes to join in!) 

Monday 17th February 2025 Let’s Dance at Heddon 

Wednesday 19th February 

2025 
Year 3 Poetry Exhibition from 3.15pm 

Friday 21st February 2025 Break the Rules Day 

w/c Monday 23rd February 

2025 
HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Monday 3rd March 2025 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR TRAINING DAY 

Friday 7th March 2025 Choir at Ryton Festival 

Wednesday 12th March 2025 - 

Tuesday 18th March 2025 
Scholastic Book Fair 

Thursday 13th March 2025 Year 5 Careers Fair at the Metrocentre 

Thursday 13th March 2025 
Year 6 France Trip Parents Meeting - 4.30pm - 5.30pm at                

Darras Hall Primary School 



 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Dates for your Diary - Spring Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thursday 13th March 2025 Bags2School collected. 

Monday 17th March 2025 Individual Photographs 

Tuesday 18th March 2025 Parents Evening 

Thursday 20th March 2025 Parents Evening 

Thursday 27th March 2025 
Last Night at the Proms Concert for the Choir with the         

Ad Murum Singers - 5.30pm at the Knott Hall. 

Friday 28th March 2025 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Mothers’ Day Service at         

St. Andrew’s Church - 9.30am 

Friday 28th March 2025 
Key Stage 2 Mothers’ Day Service at St. Andrew’s Church - 

10.15am 

Friday 4th April 2025 Friends of Heddon School Pamper Evening (details to follow) 

Friday 11th April 2025 Key Stage 2 Easter Service at St. Andrew’s Church - 9.30am 

w/c Monday 14th April 2025 EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 28th April 20225 School Re-opens 

w/c Monday 12th May 2025 Key Stage 2 SATS Week 


