
24th January 2025 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Storm Eowyn has brought a rather dramatic end to this week and has certainly 

blown away any cobwebs! It is unfortunate that we have had to cancel the visit to 

Newcastle University and Nursery’s weekly trip to Heddon Library and their Forest 

School session. The safety guidance we received related to the weather, advised 

not leaving school during the amber warning. It is hoped that these events can be   

rearranged in the near future. 

The inclement weather has not stopped the children in their work during the week 

as you can see from the class pages in this week’s Flyer. I have been particularly            

impressed with the skills that Year 4 have shown in creating their own animations. 

On Wednesday 19th February straight after school, Year 3 will be hosting a      

Poetry Exhibition showcasing their work from this half term. More information to 

follow! 

Coming up soon is ‘Children’s Mental Health Week’. We are aware of the dangers 

and the negative impact of AI generated and modified images seen on social   

media on children’s mental health and wellbeing. This affects both girls and boys 

at ever younger ages. Please see the information page and ‘tips for parents’ in 

supporting children to develop a positive body image later in the flyer. There is a 

link to further information from Internet Matters and two videos which you may 

find interesting. 

Rev. Rachel is planning a number of exciting things at St. Andrew’s Church and 

has asked if I can share them with you. Please see her letter later in the Flyer. 

Well done to Nursery with the best attendance this week: 99%. 

Well done to Year 1 for the best attendance for this year: 97.5%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and whatever you have planned this  

weekend you stay safe and have a relaxing time. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
99% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
95.5% 96.3% 95.1% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
96.3% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
95.2% 94.6% 96.5% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
95.5% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
98.5% 97.5% 97.3% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
95.2% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
94.5% 96.2% 97.1% 
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Pop Art in Year 1 

We have been loving doing art so far this half-term, we have been busy practising 

our skills to make our pop art paintings inspired by Roy Lichtenstein. This week 

we were trying to mix paints to get them to the exact colour swatches that were in 

our books.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Strengthening Joins with Year 2 

Year 2 have been focusing on their focused practical task for Design Technology; 

strengthening joins. We made a 90 degree join much stronger by bolstering it with 

extra card.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Investigating Friction with Year 3! 

In Science this week Year 3 have been exploring friction as part of our forces and 

magnets unit. We investigated how a toy car moves on different surfaces by 

measuring the distance the car travelled after rolling down ramps covered in     

different materials. We found that the foam and wood were the best materials as 

they created less friction meaning that the cars travelled further. The sandpaper 

and the carpet created more friction causing the car to travel a shorter distance.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Making Animations with Year 4! 
  
Year 4 are so whizzy at using animation software. After tracking the journey of  

animation from hand drawn pictures to CGI, we have been exploring how to refine 

our creations. This week, we have been using 'onion skinning'. This technique   

allowed us to look at our previous frame behind our current frame. It was           

interesting to see how animators historically used light boxes and rice paper to 

trace and, nowadays, it is available to us at the click of a button!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Persuasive Writing with Year 5  

This week, we began our Persuasive Writing unit, inspired by our class 

text ‘Brightstorm’ by Vashti Hardy. Our activities have included crafting short        

debate speeches, analyzing persuasive techniques in a letter, and even writing 

our own persuasive letters. The Year 5 children have thoroughly enjoyed the   

challenge of convincing Harriet Culpepper, a daring sky-ship captain, to take two 

children on a perilous expedition.    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

 

 

 

 

Coming up soon is Children’s Mental Health week with the theme of ’Know     

Yourself, Grow Yourself.’ A key part of this is having a positive body image        

especially as our children grow into young adults.  

Concerns around social media influence and the negative effects of this on body 

image and mental health for both girls and boys have been around for years. In 

the age of generative AI this can only increase. Social media feeds are awash 

with photorealistic images and they're all the same: so-called perfect body,      

composition, beauty. There's nothing in the way of different body shapes, diversity 

in people of colour etc. Simply speaking, AI can be very biased. 

 

Internet Matters have some great, practical advice for parents about self-image, 

body image and identity which you can find HERE. Please see the ‘Tips for     

Parents’ leaflet on the next page which contains some great ideas for supporting 

your child with developing a positive body image despite the pressures of social 

media. Who you are is so much more than what you look like and it is important 

that children do not put all of their self-esteem eggs into the beauty basket! 

There are two short video links below which you might find interesting  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/promoting-positive-body-image-with-children/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2T-Rh838GA
https://youtu.be/Ym-P656SapE
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Dates for your Diary - Spring Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

w/c Monday 3rd February 2025 Children’s Mental Health Week 

Monday 3rd February 2025 Reception visit to St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 11th February 2025 Year 6 Visit to Nissan 

Monday 17th February 2025 Let’s Dance at Heddon 

Wednesday 19th February 

2025 
Year 3 Poetry Exhibition from 3.15pm 

Friday 21st February 2025 Break the Rules Day 

w/c Monday 23rd February 

2025 
HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Monday 3rd March 2025 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR TRAINING DAY 

Friday 7th March 2025 Choir at Ryton Festival 

Thursday 13th March 2025 Year 5 Careers Fair at the Metrocentre 

Thursday 13th March 2025 
Year 6 France Trip Parents Meeting - 4.30pm - 5.30pm at                

Darras Hall Primary School 

Monday 17th March 2025 Individual Photographs 


