
6th December 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Today I have received a number of messages directing me to an online article which I want to 

share with you. The Sunday Times Parent Power Guide to the UK’s top schools has been    

published and I am both pleased and proud to let you know that the school is ranked at       

number 2 in the list of top primary schools in North East and number 33 nationally. To check 

out the article and to see the list in full please click here. This recognises the hard work that 

everyone associated with the school does each and every day. 

In a further update to staffing for after Christmas I would like to confirm that Mrs. Henney will be 

remaining in Year 3 for the remainder of the year. When Mrs. March returns to school in      

January she will be working in Year 4 with Mrs. Lowes. 

It has been lovely this week spending time in classes with the children as they work to complete 

their current topics as well as prepare for Christmas. Early Years have had an amazing week 

exploring both the Christmas story and traditions. I know Nursery thoroughly enjoyed putting up 

their Christmas tree!  

Our Key Stage 2 PE work on orienteering is also drawing to an end. The children have had a 

great, if somewhat cold, time developing their map reading, independence, team work and     

resilience skills through a wide range of orienteering activities.  

It has been a musical week this week. The choir sang at the Swan Christmas Fair on Monday 

and last night was our annual Music showcase. This year accompanied by readings,            

monologues, comedy acts, dancing and a special mini-concert on the ukuleles! We have also 

had our termly Rocksteady Concert. The children really enjoyed performing as a band for their    

families. For pictures and more information please see later in the flyer. 

I hope that you all enjoyed attending our Christmas Fair. Thank you to the Friends of Heddon 

who have worked really hard in organising this event. 

Please check out our updated ‘Diary Dates’ at the end of the flyer for upcoming events. 

Thanks to all the parents who supported the school through the ASDA cashpot for schools    

programme. I am pleased to let you know that we have raised £209.76 for school. 

Could I ask that when attending our school and church events in the coming weeks that you 

park safely and showing consideration to our neighbours.  

Well done to Year 4 with the best attendance this week: 97.7%. 

Well done to Year 1 and Year 5 for the best attendance for this year: 97.4%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/sunday-times-schools-north-east-30522077


We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
93.1% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
90.2% 94.8% 96.5% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
94.1% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
97.7% 93.1% 96.9% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
97.3% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
97.6% 97.4% 97.4% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
93.3% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
96.6% 96.7% 97.1% 
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Making Patterns in Year 1  
 
In Maths we have been recognising different patterns with 2D and 3D shapes, 

everyone is doing a brilliant job at saying and identifying all of the different 2D  

and 3D shapes. We have also then been making our own patterns using 2D    

and 3D shapes. Well done Year 1!  
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Addition and Subtraction with Year 2  
 

Year 2 have been working incredibly hard at addition and subtraction this week - 

really practising at becoming fluent with our strategies.  Well done, Year 2!  
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Reindeer Ready with Year 3 
  
In English, Year 3 have started to use the Christmas advert 'Reindeer Ready' in 

our English lessons. After watching the advert we completed a hot seat activity 

where one person in each group had to pretend they were at the McDonald's 

when Santa came in to order bags of reindeer treats whilst the other children 

were reporters and asked them questions. We then used this to plan a           

newspaper article.  
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Orienteering in Year 6 

As we come towards the end of our orienteering unit, the children were tasked 

with working in teams to compete against one another. They had to plot course 

routes for their opponents to complete, before racing them back to a starting 

point. Well done Year 6 for showing great teamwork this week!   
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Welfare Field Project 

Heddon Parish Council are looking to redevelop the play park on the Welfare 

Field behind the school. I am aware that this is very popular with children both  

before and after school. The School Council have already been working with the 

Parish Council sharing what they think should be there. The Parish Council now 

have three different plans and are seeking views before making a final decision. 

You will have been sent a Google Form from school for you to share your views. I 

have attached pictures of the three proposals below. This is a great opportunity to 

help shape the facilities in the village for the children. 
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Music Showcase Evening 

We had a great time performing at the Music Showcase this week. While guests 

enjoyed a festive meal from Mr. Bell the children brought lots of Christmas cheer 

through dance, song, monologues, comedy and ukuleles. There was also a    

special dance from the staff. Thanks to all the adults who made this special event 

possible. Also thanks to our ex-pupils who volunteered to help out too! 
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Rocksteady Concert 

Our three Rocksteady bands put on an amazing concert for their families this 

morning. They have been working really hard both on their musical skills and their 

band skills. Despite being nervous they performed confidently with obvious        

enjoyment to loud applause. Thank you to Mike from Rocksteady for his work with 

the children. 
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Following the success of the Pele Trust ‘Flow’ Arts project several years ago 
we are pleased to be part of the latest project taking place across the Trust. 
 
Kaleidoscope is a year-long Music, Art, Drama and Dance project across the 
Pele Trust which aims to celebrate the uniqueness of our children, help them  
to understand and value their differences, promoting mental health and well 
being and developing greater understanding of both the neurotypical and    
neurodiverse brain. Children will use their voice to create work which reflects 
what is important to them both individually and as a collective                     
community.  
 
Kaleidoscope will include a performance for a selection of children at the Tyne 
Theatre in June and culminate in a public exhibition at the end of the academic 
year.  
 
We will share more details about the project throughout the year. 
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Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 11th December 

2024 
Year 3 Ukulele Concert in School Hall at 2.30pm 

Thursday 12th December 2024 Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 12th December 2024 
Year 6 visit to see Ponteland High School production of     

‘We Will Rock You’. 

Friday 13th December 2024 TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 17th December 2024 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 17th December 2024 
Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 18th December 

2024 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 10am 

Wednesday 18th December 

2024 
Lower Key Stage 2 Christmas Party 

Wednesday 18th December 

2024 
Upper Key Stage 2 Christmas Party 

Thursday 19th December 2024 Early Years Christmas Party 

Thursday 19th December 2024 Key Stage 1 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December 2024 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at St. Andrew’s Church at 9.30am 

w/c Monday 23rd December CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 SCHOOL REOPENS 


