
29th November 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I would like to begin the Flyer with some staffing news. At the end of this term we will be saying 

goodbye to both Mrs. Cubbage and Mrs. Bilclough as they move onto new jobs. While we are 

very sorry to lose them we are sure that you will join with us in wishing them all the best in the 

next steps in their careers.  

I am pleased to let you know that following an appointment process Mrs. Kenyon will be taking 

over in Reception in January. We look forward to welcoming her to our school family. Details 

about the replacement for Mrs. Bilclough will follow in due course.  

The children have been really busy this week. Year 1 had a fantastic visit to St. Andrew’s 

Church where they met Rev. Rachel and learnt about what the Christmas story means to  

Christians, made Christingles and learnt about the Church organ.  

I am always impressed by the talents and skills of the children in school. The children in Year 6 

have finished designing and making their advent calendars. Not only did this involve lots of 

teamwork and compromising but also tested their sewing skills! The final products look really 

professional! 

It has been a really musical week in school. Not only are all classes eagerly practicing songs for 

their Christmas nativities and services but also the choir are preparing for the showcase next 

week. Once again we will be joined by ex-pupils to help compere the event as well as by Mr. 

Bell to provide delicious food. There may even be a special Christmas song from the staff!    

Today the whole school enjoyed their own ‘rock concert’ where our Rocksteady bands          

performed in the Hall. They were brilliant and the rest of the school showed amazing support for 

them. Thanks to Mike from Rocksteady for his work organising this event. 

Over the last few weeks staff have been approached by a number of parents who are          

concerned about their child’s sleeping. In order to help with this please see the parents guide 

for developing healthy sleep patterns later in the Flyer.  

Elwood and Rudi from Key Stage 2 are raising money for the Daft as a Brush cancer charity by 

walking 60 miles in November. If you would like to find out more or donate, please check out 

their ‘Just Giving’ page here. 

Well done to Year 3 with the best attendance this week: 98.4%. 

Well done to Year 1 and Year 5 for the best attendance for this year: 97.4%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/elwood-and-rudi-wilson-1730799962815


We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
86.3% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
98.4% 94.7% 97.3% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
94.1% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
93.2% 92.9% 96.8% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
97.3% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
95.6% 97.4% 97.4% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
97.5% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
96.6% 97% 97.2% 
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A Visit to Church with Year 1 (and Rev. Rachel)  
 
This week we went to see Reverend Rachel to learn about how baby Jesus was 

seen as God on Earth. Reverend Rachel first read to us the story of the Nativity, 

after this we recreated the story ourselves with some woollen dolls and then we 

set up a nativity scene using the dolls. Following on from this, Reverend Rachel 

taught us how to make a Christingle orange and talked about the symbolic    

meaning behind each item used to make the Christingle orange. Finally, a special 

thank you to Frieda for coming to play some Christmas carols on the organ for us 

to listen and sing along to. It was a wonderful morning!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Everyday Materials with Year 2  
 

Year 2 are looking at uses of everyday materials in Science. This week we went 

on a wood hunt around school to find as many different uses for wood as        

possible. These are just some of the examples that we found.  

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Light with Year 3  
This week, in Science, Year 3 have been looking at how light from the sun can be 

dangerous and thought about the ways that we can protect our eyes. We know 

that we can wear sunglasses to protect our eyes from the UV rays. We discussed 

that UV rays are invisible to us so we set up an experiment for us to 'see' them. 

We cut out shapes on black card and we have placed them onto pieces of         

coloured card on our windowsill and next week we will see what happens.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 
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‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thursday 5th December 2024 Choir Christmas Concert in School Hall at 5pm 

Friday 6th December 2024 Rocksteady Concert in School Hall at 10am 

Friday 6th December 2024 School Christmas Fair 

Thursday 12th December 2024 Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 12th December 2024 
Year 6 visit to see Ponteland High School production of     

‘We Will Rock You’. 

Friday 13th December 2024 TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 17th December 2024 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 17th December 2024 
Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 18th December 

2024 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 10am 

Friday 20th December 2024 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at St. Andrew’s Church at 9.30am 

w/c Monday 23rd December CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 SCHOOL REOPENS 


