
11th October 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

What a busy week we have had in school. I spent an amazing, if somewhat wet, day with 

Year 4 on Monday at Arbeia Roman Fort. The excitement was topped off with the bus 

breaking down on the way back to school!. The children were really sensible while waiting 

to be collected by a new bus. Year 6 were also out and about on visits this week too at 

Newcastle Cathedral and STEMFEST. All the children were fantastic ambassadors for our 

school. Well done! 

This week also saw the children exploring an important part of our school vision with World 

Mental Health Day. They found out about ways that they can take care of their own mental 

health and wellbeing. 

Next week the school is being inspected by the Church of England SIAMS Team. Our      

inspector Stacey Rand will be in school all day on Thursday 17th October 2024. You will 

receive a letter containing further information about the inspection in due course. We look 

forward to welcoming her into school and sharing all the amazing things that we do. 

Our school information videos are finally live. Please check your inbox for a direct link or 

check out the links later in the Flyer. 

Next week we are celebrating ‘Walk to School Week’. We are aware that for some of you it 

is not possible to walk to school. Therefore we would ask that if you come by car you park a 

few streets away to encourage the children to walk from there. As a treat at the end of the 

week we are having a special ‘shoesday’ where the children can wear footwear that makes 

them happy. It does, however, need to be suitable for outdoor play.  

Please could we ask that the children do not bring their own toys into school in case they 

get lost or damaged. 

Another tight match for our Year 6 football team this week against Ponteland Primary  

Team B. After a hard fought game we came out as narrow winners. Well done everyone! 

As we move towards Harvest we are starting to collect for both the People’s Kitchen and 

the West End Foodbank. Please see later in the Flyer for more information. 

Well done to Year 6 with the best attendance this week: 99%. 

Well done to Year 5 for the best attendance for this year: 97.6%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
92.4% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
95.8% 95.1% 96.9% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
94.1% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
94.5% 94.1% 95.8% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
96% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
98% 96.8% 97.6% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
93.3% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
99% 97.4% 97.3% 
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World Mental Health Day in Year 1  
 

For World Mental Health Day Year 1 thought about how our mental health is just 

as important as our physical health. We discussed how it links with how we deal 

with our emotions so we took part in activities that would help us keep our      

emotions regulated. We completed a yoga exercise where we had to follow the 

story of squish the fish through simple yoga poses and completed some mindful 

colouring.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Art in Year 1  
 

This week, in Art, Year 1 have started to look at observational drawings. We      

discussed the importance of only drawing what we could see rather than drawing 

what we think an object should look like. We have created some fabulous         

sketches of succulents in our sketchbooks.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

5 Ways to Wellbeing with Year 2 

Year 2 have been thinking about the 5 Ways to Wellbeing - Mrs. Ziolkowski            

listened to our ideas and she encouraged us to work together to pick blackberries 

over the last few weeks.  These were turned into yummy blackberry jam and we 

got to share this together.  We have also been in the Zen Den and have thought 

about how we are the pond and our feelings are the fish that we can allow to 

swim freely through our pond.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Visiting Arbeia Roman Fort with Year 4 

On Monday, Year 4 visited Arbeia Roman Fort. We pretended to be                    

archaeologists and dug up real Roman artefacts. Then we looked around the    

museum and the reconstructed Roman buildings. We all learned a lot and had a 

great time - even though the bus broke down on the way home!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

PE with Year 5  

This week in PE we have continued in our Invasion Games unit. Year 5 have 
been learning to defend space as an individual as well as in a team. We found out 
that closing down space and overloading the attacking team with defensive     
players made it less likely to concede goals/points. We learned how to defend in a 
one- on-one situation as well as adopting a low press to defend a particular zone.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Out and About with Year 6 

Two school trips this week for Year 6! We have had a very busy, but exciting week 

visiting Newcastle Cathedral and STEMfest at the Beacon of Light. Both trips 

were very entertaining and we are looking forward to our next day out together 

soon.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 
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Own Shoes Day for Walk to School Week 

Next week it is walk to school week and this year’s theme is the magic of walking. 

Each child will be given a diary with some activities they can complete at home 

over the week.  

We understand that it isn’t always possible for children to walk to school. We 

would like to encourage you to park further away from school so that children still 

have the opportunity to do some walking. Even parking a few streets away helps 

reduce the number of cars that are parked outside of school.  

Next Friday, on the 18th October, we will be having a special ‘shoesday’ to          

celebrate the end of walking to school week. Children can wear a pair of shoes 

that makes them happy to school on that day. Please remember, whatever shoes 

the children wear, need to be suitable for outdoor play (no high heels).  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 
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School Information Videos 

I know that the teachers have been getting a number of questions from both       

parents and children about being in their new classes. In order to answer the 

most common questions and to provide you with information about what the          

expectations are for English and Maths by the end of each year group we have 

created a series of videos. To view the videos please click on the image for your 

child’s class. 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeIp2WVW7bY&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnR85ZOEFiA&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vM-4wm2-WP8&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKTjb-ZgoLU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1E5yX-8h6g&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdPOr-XePCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMQP-JHp1_c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIa4hONSznk


 

Harvest Festival 

This year we are collecting for the People’s Kitchen and the West End Foodbank. 

Any donations would be greatly appreciated. If you are able to donate we can 

take them from Monday 7th October until Tuesday 22nd October. Thank you. 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Opal Play  
 
The children had a great time today using some of our new equipment. They 
enjoyed helping each other balance on the slackline and brushing the leaves 
with the brushes. It is always lovely to see the children living out our school   
vision with so much joy and excitement in their play. 
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Opal Play  
 
On Thursday 24th October there will be a non-uniform day for Opal Play: 
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Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Tuesday 15th October 2024 Year 1 Walk around the Village 

Thursday 17th October 2024 School Inspection by SIAMS (Church of England) 

Friday 18th October 2024 Wear your own Shoes Day for Walk to School Week 

Wednesday 23rd October 2024 
Safer Relationships workshops in school run by                  

Northumberland Domestic Abuse Service 

Thursday 24th October 2024 Non-Uniform Day - See Opal Play page for more details 

Friday 25th October 2024 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festival at St. Andrew’s 

Church - 9.30am 

Friday 25th October 2024 
Key Stage 2 Harvest Festival at St. Andrew’s Church - 

10.20am 

w/c Monday 28th October 

2024 
HALF TERM 

Monday 4th November 2024 TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 Nasal Flu Vaccinations - Reception - Year 6 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 Parents Evening 

Thursday 7th November 2024 Parents Evening 
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Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thursday 5th December 2024 Choir Christmas Concert in School Hall at 5pm 

Friday 6th December 2024 School Christmas Fair 

Friday 13th December 2024 TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 17th December 2024 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 17th December 2024 
Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 18th December 

2024 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 10am 

Friday 20th December 2024 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at St. Andrew’s Church at 9.30am 

w/c Monday 23rd December CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 


